[Instrumental diagnosis and therapeutic decision making in biliary surgery].
Preoperative evaluation before cholecystectomy includes detailed history of the disease and blood chemistry. Hepatobiliary ultrasonography is the main noninvasive preoperative investigation. The decision to evaluate the common bile duct for stones prior to planned laparoscopic cholecystectomy by ERC may be prompted by clinical suspicion or evidence of jaundice, recent pancreatitis, or a dilated common duct on sonography. Preoperative ERC has the advantage of allowing the simultaneous treatment of duct stones. Intraoperative cholangiography should be available.